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GEM Trustee named Director of West Horsley Place Trust 

“Ben Pearce named West Horsley Place Trust Director” 
 
The West Horsley Place Trust is delighted to announce that Ben Pearce has been appointed as the charity’s 
new Director and will take up his appointment in September.  
  
Ben Pearce was previously Executive Director of Paintings in Hospitals, a national arts-in-health charity, 
where he worked with the Board on vision and strategy and led the team to new partnerships and the 
charity to its 60th anniversary.  Prior to this, Ben was Project Director at the Royal Academy of Arts (RA), 
developing and leading their National Lottery Heritage Funded Reveal, Celebrate, Explore programme and 
planning the first stages of the RA250 redevelopment.  
  
Ben led a London 2012 Olympics host-boroughs project as part of High Street 2012, which saw the 
conservation and redevelopment of 120 historic commercial buildings and included a heritage, culture and 
community grants programme and a summer festival.  
  
In 2005, Ben won the LSE Titmuss Prize for outstanding achievement in social policy.  He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts (FRSA), a Trustee of GEM (the voice of heritage learning) and of the BGI, who run the 
National Videogame Museum in Sheffield.  Ben is also a Non-Executive Director of the Culture, Health and 
Wellbeing Alliance (CHWA) and a member of the Advocacy Committee at the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB). 
  
Ben Pearce will succeed Peter Pearce, who retired as Director on 31st May 2020 having been appointed as 
the West Horsley Place Trust’s first Director in spring 2016. Since this time, Peter has built the Trust from 
its inception, leading the development of its vision, completing the first phase of restoration and setting in 
place the foundations for its future. 
  
Adrian Lajtha, Chairman of the West Horsley Place Trust, said: “We are delighted to welcome Ben Pearce 
as the new Director of the West Horsley Place Trust.  Ben brings a wealth of experience and demonstrated 
success in leading pioneering heritage projects and arts programmes for wellbeing, and we are greatly 
looking forward to Ben leading the next important stage in the exciting development of the Trust.”  
  
“Also, I want to convey on behalf of all of my fellow trustees our deep thanks to Peter Pearce, our first 
Director, who has worked so effectively and tirelessly to launch the Trust on its ambitious journey towards 
restoring West Horsley Place and making it a place of welcome for the community.” 
  
Ben Pearce said: “I am thrilled to be joining the West Horsley Place Trust. I am passionate about heritage 
and the arts and know how important they can be for our wellbeing.  From the moment I heard about 
what was being planned here, I wanted to play a part in seeing the exciting vision for this beautiful building 
and estate realised. At this unprecedented time there will clearly be many challenges – but West Horsley 



 2 

Place can be part of the recovery. I am very excited about the many possibilities, and about working with 
the community on what this place can be. I am very much looking forward to building on the amazing work 
to date and welcoming the public in again as soon as we can”. 
  
Peter Pearce said: “I am delighted to be handing over to such an accomplished successor as Ben, with 
whom I am honoured to share a name although we are not related!  It has been a huge privilege to be the 
first Director of the Trust created by the vision and philanthropy of Bamber and Christina Gascoigne, and 
I thank the Trustees for giving me such an opportunity. I now hand over the baton to Ben to carry forward 
our partnerships and programmes on the foundations we have laid, and to continue the long term 
programme of restoration.” 
  
For further information: www.westhorsleyplace.org 
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Image: Ben Pearce by Ellie Grace Photography 
  
For further press information: 
  
Tamsin Williams – tamsin@wigwampr.com – 01483 563562 – 07939 651252 
  
Note to Editors 
West Horsley Place 

West Horsley Place is an ancient 380-acre estate lying between the Surrey villages of West and East 
Horsley, at the centre of which stands a Grade I listed manor house dating from the 15th century, set in five 
acres of walled gardens.  Atmospheric and full of history, West Horsley Place displays the evolution of 
country house architecture through the centuries.  

The house has passed through the hands of illustrious owners, including Henry VIII – who enjoyed a 35-
course banquet in the Stone Hall - Carew Raleigh, son of Sir Walter Raleigh, and Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald, 
'Fair Geraldine' of the Earl of Surrey's famous sonnet. Queen Elizabeth I is known to have stayed on several 
occasions.  

More recently, in 2014 historian and former presenter of University Challenge, Bamber Gascoigne, 
unexpectedly inherited West Horsley Place from his aunt, Mary, Duchess of Roxburghe.  Decades of benign 
neglect had taken their toll on the house and also on the eight Grade II listed structures situated on the 
estate.  In October 2016, West Horsley Place was placed on the Historic England 'At Risk' Register.  

To rescue and restore the house and estate, and to give them a new life and purpose, Bamber and 
Christina Gascoigne have generously transferred ownership of West Horsley Place to a charity, the West 
Horsley Place Trust (formerly the Mary Roxburghe Trust).  Once restored, West Horsley Place will be a 
welcoming space for the community to share and enjoy with arts, history, wellbeing and nature at its 
heart.    

www.westhorsleyplace.org 
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GEM – Connect with us: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GEM.heritage 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/gem-heritage/ 
Twitter: @gem_heritage 
Twitter GEM Jobs: @gem_jobs 
Instagram: @gem_heritage 
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